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On Thursday 13 July 2023, the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) in The Hague issued its 
judgment, rejecting Nicaragua’s claims for the 
recognition of its right to an extended continental 
shelf rights beyond 200 nautical miles from 
its coast, all of which fell within the exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ) and the continental shelf 
generated by the archipelago of San Andrés and 
the mainland coast of Colombia.

The entire nation, from the government, 
its institutions, and the general public, has 
acknowledged the enormous importance of the 
contribution made by the oceanographers and 
hydrographers of the Colombian National Navy 
(ARC) in preparing and creating scientific and 
technical documents, official nautical charts, 
high-resolution underwater maps, and so on, 
which were used in Colombia’s defense against 
Nicaragua’s claims and demands.

In the words of the Chinese judge at the ICJ in 
a section of her judgment:

“[...] 54. Refuting Nicaragua’s claim, 
Colombia’s expert reports present the analysis 
of scientific evidence gathered from public 
sources and the Colombian Navy regarding 
the natural extension of the land and seabed 
from Nicaragua’s mainland territory into the 

Caribbean Sea. The key conclusion of the 
reports relevant to this case is that the 
edge of Nicaragua’s natural extension of 
mainland territory into the Caribbean Sea 
is not the Hess Escarpment (the southern 
limit of the Nicaraguan Rise), as asserted 
by the Applicant (Nicaragua), but rather 
the Pedro Bank-Providencia Depression 
escarpment line, which separates the southern 
edge of the Nicaraguan Rise proper from the 
Lower Nicaraguan Rise. According to Colombia’s 
experts, the extent of Nicaragua’s continental 
margin is much smaller than what Nicaragua’s 
experts suggest, and consequently, 
Nicaragua’s landmass does not extend 
within the 200 nautical miles from the 
mainland coast of Colombia.”

This statement is the result of the excellent 
work carried out by the scientists and researchers 
of the Colombian Navy’s. The judge refers to 
them as “Colombia’s experts,” and they have 
conducted these researches from the Center 
for Oceanographic and Hydrographic Research 
(CIOH) and some of these, has been published in 
this Scientific Bulletin over recent decades.

True to the scope of this journal, the CIOH 
Scientific Bulletin, through open access to its 
bilingual content, has enabled greater visibility 
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of the work conducted by CIOH researchers, 
academia, and other institutions on topics 
related to physical oceanography (Dagua, 
Torres, & Monroy, 2018; Monroy & Zambrano, 
2017; Rangel et al. 2015; Andrade & Barton, 
2013; Torres & Lonin, 2007; Molares et al. 2004; 
Molares, 2004; Andrade, Giraldo, & Lonin, 1996; 
Garay et al. 1988; González, 1987); chemical 
oceanography and pollution (Garay & Castro, 
1993; Garay & Gutiérrez, 1984); hydrography 
and geomorphology (Andrade, 2005; Tabares, 
Soltau, & Díaz, 1996; Soltau, Díaz, & Molina, 
1993; Elhuyar, 1988); coastal hazards 
(Andrade, 2022; Rey et al. 2019; Echeverry & 
Marriaga, 2013; Andrade & Pinzón, 2011; Díaz & 
Andrade, 2011; Plazas, Ortiz, & Lizcano, 2011; 
Collazos, Ospina, & Muñoz, 2007); marine 
biology (De La Hoz and Betancur, 2019; Lonin, 
Prada, & Castro, 2010; Prada et al. 2009; Taylor 
et al. 2007; Téllez, Márquez, & Castillo, 1988); 
spatial planning (Rueda, 2017; Molina et al. 
2003), coastal dynamics (Lonin et al. 2022; 
Fajardo & Lonin, 2021; Zambrano & Andrade, 
2011); renewable energy from thermal 
gradients (Torres & Andrade, 2006), and recently, 
submerged cultural heritage (Moreno & Báez, 

2021). Articles published in this producer of new 
knowledge contributed to the foundation on which 
Colombia’s position was built and defended. It’s 
a humble but valuable contribution made by our 
Scientific Bulletin to the great satisfaction that 
fills the entire country today.

As the Director of the CIOH, I publicly recognize 
and congratulate the scientific staff of the Center 
for Oceanographic and Hydrographic Research and 
all their collaborators who, in one way or another, 
contributed through the CIOH Scientific Bulletin 
with their articles that added to and formed the 
basis on which the Colombian Navy, using their 
knowledge, successfully defended the maritime 
territory of Colombia from external threats.

The raison d’être of a navy is to win the war 
at sea! Today, it can be stated that the Colombian 
Navy, in its bicentenary, won a war in the 
Caribbean using its weapons of science, technical 
rigor, and the CIOH Scientific Bulletin as part of 
this.

Captain José Andrés Diaz Ruiz 
Director of the Center for Oceanographic and 

Hydrographic Research of the Caribbean
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